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Cayuse language 


The Cayuse language ( Cailloux, Willetpoos ) is an extinct 
unclassified language formerly spoken by the Cayuse Native 
American tribe in the U.S. state of Oregon. The Cayuse name for 
themselves was Liksiyu (see Aoki 1998). 
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Classification 


Similarities to Molala, the language of people to the south of them in central Oregon, are thought to have 
been due to contact (Rigsby 1969: 71).Hf 71 

Edward Sapir had originally grouped Cayuse with Molala as part of a Waiilatpuan branch with the Plateau 
Penutian languages; the Waiilatpuan group had been originally proposed by Horatio Hale (1846), based on 
his 1841 field work with the Cayuse people at Waiilatpu Mission. However, Cayuse has little 
documentation, and that which is documented is inadequately recorded. 

Pronouns 


[3] 


Cayuse pronouns listed by Horatio Hale (1846): 






















1 

inir) 

you (sg.) 

niki 

you (du.) 

nkimis 

he 

nip 

we 

namak 

you (pi.) 

mkimis 

they 

mpik 


Cayuse pronouns listed by McBean:^ 


1 

in ning 

you (sg., pi.) 

in kai 

he 

neepe 

we 

nung naw naw 

they 

cap pick 


Verbs 


Cayuse verb paradigms documented by Henry W. Henshaw:® 

'hungry' 


1 am hungry. 

wi-tu-tunt 

1 was hungry. 

kler-ka-wT-tu-tunt 

1 will be hungry. 

wf-tu-nak-sunt 

You and 1 are hungry. 

swi-tu-ter-yik 

You and 1 were hungry. 

swi-tu-te-li-kai-Tk 

You and 1 will be hungry. 

nTng-i-li-p?l-swi-tu-nak-stunk-a-wak 

You are hungry. 

tu-swi-tu-tung-a 

You were hungry. 

swi-tu-til-kutla 

You will be hungry. 

swi-tu-nak-stung-at-la 


'thirsty' 


1 am thirsty. 

nTs-ka-mu-ting 

1 was thirsty. 

ms-ka-mu-til 

1 will be thirsty. 

nTs-ka-mu-nak-skTn 

You are thirsty. 

tu-mis-ka-mu-tThg 

You were thirsty. 

mis-ka-mu-til-ha 

You will be thirsty. 

mis-ka-mu-na-stink-la 







Vocabulary 


In 1910 or 1911, Stephens Savage, a Molala speaker, had told Leo Frachtenberg that the following five 
words were identical in both Cayuse and Molala (considered by Rigsby (1969) to be loanwords) 


sorrel horse 

qasqasi tasiwitkwi 

spotted horse 

yu ■ k tasiwitkwi 

black horse 

mukimuki tasiwitkwi 

comb 

ta-sps 

spoon 

lu • pine 


Limited lexical items in Cayuse had also been collected by Bruce Rigsby, Melville Jacobs, Verne Ray, and 
Theodore Stern. Their Cayuse informants had highly limited knowledge of Cayuse and were more fluent in 
Sahaptin or Nez Perce. 

Hale (1846) 

A word list of Cayuse with nearby 200 lexical items was documented by Horatio Hale (1846: 570-629). The 
word list has been reproduced below 

Nouns 





gloss 

Cayuse 

man 

yuant 

woman 

pintxlkafu; watxloa 

boy 

lautlaq 

girl 

staitxlag; staitlaq 

infant; child 

skutxla 

father 

pintet; tftja 

mother 

pemn; ninja 

husband 

inaiu 

wife 

inxlkafo 

son 

wai 

daughter 

wai 

brother 

pnakan; panatap 

sister 

panatiap; panwafaq 

Indian; people 

- 

head 

talj; taalj 

hair 

txlokomot 

face 

leequkj 

forehead 

penatxlij 

ear 

takj 

eye 

hakamaj 

nose 

pitxloken 

mouth 

samqakj 

tongue 

puj 

teeth 

tenif 

beard 

JimkemaJ 

neck 

yet 

arm 

tielaq 

hand 

epip 

fingers 

epip 

nails 

JfniJ 

body 

JilamaJ 

leg 

mauwat 

foot 

t'J 

toes 

tiyayau 

bone 

papat 




heart 

- 

blood 

tiweaj 

town; village 

- 

chief 

iatoiag 

warrior 

lotewa 

friend 

enlapoit 

house 

nijt 

kettle 

txlipanij 

bow 

hffoit 

arrow 

lalx 

axe; hatchet 

yegghkinj 

knife 

Jekt 

canoe; boat 

txlaap 

shoes 

taftxlo 

pipe 

iptnxlonj 

tobacco 

hanj 

sky; heaven 

ndjalawafa, tfgpap 

sun 

huewij 

moon 

hatxltop 

star 

tXlftXliJ 

day 

eweia 

night 

ftalp 

light 

notawasim 

darkness 

Jilfmtigk 

morning 

tetxlpsna 

evening 

waxafa 

spring 

Juatolugatntiq; kiatim 

summer 

Jqaatim 

autumn 

tag 

winter 

wit 

wind 

huntilxp 

thunder 

tirjtululute Jin 

lightning 

Jniktawfgtir] 

rain 

tijtkitxlrmtir] 

snow 

poi 

hail 

pugios 



fire 

tetj 

water 

i/kaini/ 

ice 

tok 

earth; land 

iinJ 

sea 

yamue-i/kaini/ 

river 

lu/mi 

lake 

fur]/ 

valley 

paniakp 

hill; mountain 

teit 

island 

liqtkaili 

stone 

apit 

salt 

kamti/impen 

iron 

qauqauitxliinik 

tree 

lauik 

wood 

huti/ 

leaf 

qaisos 

bark 

petimi 

grass 

txleft; qsTjt 

pine 

lauik/ 

flesh; meat 

pitxli 

dog 

naapaq 

buffalo 

- 

bear 

limeak/; nokolao 

wolf 

txlaiu; tsoilaxs 

deer 

aitxlewa 

elk 

yutiq/ 

beaver 

pTeka 

tortoise 

atsik 

fly 

tqain/i/; katxlisaq 

mosquito 

piqkii 

snake 

waiima/ 

bird 

tianfyiwa 

egg 

lopitxl 

feathers 

tiaqafmutxl 

wings 

haq 

duck 

a/imtxl 

pigeon 

suuku 



fish 

wiafij 

salmon 

miloqli 

sturgeon 

- 

name 

pe/p 

affection 

atiqp; tijktajewetaurjko 


Adjectives 


gloss 

Cayuse 

white 

txlaktxlako 

black 

JkupJkupu 

red 

lakaitlakaitu 

blue 

yotsyots 

yellow 

qajqaju 

green 

yotsyots 

great 

yaumua; yiyimu (pi.) 

small 

etsaqua 

strong 

ntaloa; naantaloa 

old 

kuiatsu 

young 

itsaqu 

good 

suaiu; sasuaiu (pi.) 

bad 

luastu; laluastu (pi.) 

handsome 

haputsu; suaiu 

ugly 

huastu 

alive 

wioko 

dead 

uwaa 

cold 

Juqa 

warm 

lokoia 


Pronouns 





gloss 

Cayuse 

1 

miq 

thou 

niki 

he 

nip 

we 

namak 

ye 

mkimij; nkimij (dual) 

they 

mpik 

this 

qe, qa, ke 

that 

qa, ka 

all 

naqinao 

many (much) 

yiphea 

who 

i; 


Adverbs and others 


gloss 

Cayuse 

near 

piafi 

today 

pamaq 

yesterday 

ietin 

tomorrow 

tetxlp 

yes 

i 

no 

teehu 


Numerals 





gloss 

Cayuse 

one 

na 

two 

lepli 

three 

matnin 

four 

pipig 

five 

tawit 

six 

noina 

seven 

noilip 

eight 

noimat 

nine 

tanauiaijfmjim 

ten 

nipitelp 

eleven 

nantetyle 

twelve 

leplin-ntetyle 

twenty 

lepuik 

thirty 

matufk 

one hundred 

nirptalpufk 

one thousand 

- 


Verbs 


gloss 

Cayuse 

to eat 

pitaga 

to drink 

pasqunstaga 

to run 

pqfntuql 

to dance 

iokseak 

to sing 

tuqseaql 

to sleep 

Jp'J'nqi 

to speak 

ulipkin 

to see 

miskalentant 

to love 

ktajo 

to kill 

piafitxltin 

to sit 

ifnfql; ifnfkta 

to stand 

lautsiq 

to go 

wintukstaqa; wintuql (imp.) 

to come 

wintukum 
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External links 


■ Cayuse Indian Language (Waiilatpu) (http://www.native-languages.org/cayuse.htm) 

■ OLAC resources in and about the Cayuse language (http://olac.ldc.upenn.edu/language/xcy) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cayuse_language&oldid=958376801" 


This page was last edited on 23 May 2020, at 13:10 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Poljcy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 





